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Aims of the Session
 Increase students’ awareness of the 

differences in the writing style depending 
on the purpose of the text.

 Practice recognition of style differences in 
semi/formal writing.

 Practice upgrading the style of writing to 
conform to the requirements of academic 
writing.



  

Target Audience
 Undergraduate students of English 

participating in essay writing/ academic 
writing course.

 Students preparing for academic study at a 
British/American university.

 Teachers interested in advanced level 
writing instruction.



  

Why do people write?
 Express
 Inform
 Persuade
 Describe
 Entertain
 Amuse

Which of the above are true of academic writing?



  

Text Set 2
 a) amuse/entertain
 b) inform/persuade
 c) inform



  

Text Set 3
 Text 1: academic: 
  - 1. cautious language 

 - 2. terminology
      - 3. references
 Text 2: journalistic:

 - 1. dramatic language 
  - 2. descriptive terms pro terms
  - 3. telling the story ‘backwards’
  - 4. current idioms e.g. real time





  

 Text 3: semi-legal: 
 - 1. exclusively formal vocabulary 
 - 2. passives, impersonal forms



  

Text Set 4
 a) formal – without recourse/ empowered/ 

the complainant
 b) academic – yielded clear interactions/ 

review the literature/ reference)
 c) journalistic – amazing recent research/ 

old ‘folk’/’grey entrepreneurs 



  

A sample of student writing:

   A lot of people are thinking that the 
weather is getting worse. They say that this 
has been going on for quite a long time. I 
think they are quite right. Research has 
shown that we now get storms, etc., all the 
time.



  

Academic Style Needs to Be:
 Precise
 Semi-formal
 Impersonal
 Objective



  

Problems with the above Text
 A lot of people think… - imprecise – how many is a lot?
 …the weather … - imprecise – weather is short term
 … getting worse… - informal
 They say… - use of pronoun informal
 … going on … - informal phrasal verb
 … quite a long time  - imprecise – how long is this?
 I think … - Informal, personal phrase
 Research … - vague – whose research?
  … we now get … - informal
 storms, etc. – vague
 …all the time. – over-generalised



  

An Improved Version
   It is widely believed that the climate is 

deteriorating. It is claimed that this process 
has been continuing for nearly 100 years. 
This belief appears to be supported by 
McKinley (1997) who shows a 55% 
increase in the frequency if severe winter 
gales since 1905. 



  

Some General Guidelines for Academic 
Writing
• No idiomatic or colloquial vocabulary.
• Use accurate vocabulary.
• Present facts precisely.
• Draw conclusions using tentative language, not 

absolute statements. 
• Avoid adjectives that show your personal 

attitude.
• Do not use contracted forms.



  

7. Do not overuse the passive, although academic English 
uses the passive more than standard English.

8. Avoid the following:
 like for introducing examples. Use such as or for 

instance.
 Thing and combinations: nothing, something. Use factor, 

issue, topic.
 Lots of. Use a significant/considerable number.
 Little/big. Use small/large.
 Get phrases such as get better, get worse. Use improve, 

deteriorate.



  

9. Avoid rhetorical questions. Use 
statements.

2. When writing lists, avoid using etc. or and 
so on. Insert and before the last item. 

3. Avoid phrasal verbs if there is a suitable 
synonym. 

 



  

Paraphrase the following sentences using 
more formal language:
 a)   Lots of people are thinking that railways are 

getting worse.
It is widely believed that the railways are 

deteriorating.
 b)   Sadly, serious crime like murder is going up.
   Serious crime, such as murder, is  

increasing.
 c)    You can’t always trust the numbers in that      

report.
 The figures in that report are not reliable. 



  

 d)   The second thing is that most kids in that 
district will become criminals.

The second factor is that the majority of 
children in that district may become criminals.

 e)  I think that there’s a big risk of more strikes, 
disorder, etc.

There appears to be a significant risk of 
further strikes and disorder.

 f) A few years ago they allowed women to vote.
Women were enfranchised in 1944.



  

 g) Regrettably, the inflation in Rumania led to increased 
poverty, illness and so on.

The Rumanian inflation lead to poverty and 
disease.

 h) Sometime soon they will find a vaccine for malaria.
    A malaria vaccine may be discovered in the next ten 
years.

 i) What were the main causes of American Revolution?
There were two main causes of the American 

Revolution.



  

Text Set 5. Improved Paragraphs
a)      Currently, significant numbers of children are 
starting school at the age of four or less, whereas thirty 
years ago, five was the normal age. There appear to be 
various reasons for the change; mothers, for example, 
need to rejoin the labour force. There are mixed views 
about the effects of this change on the children concerned. 
Jenkins (1989) claims that early school attendance causes 
social problems such as theft and drug taking. There 
seems to be considerable evidence to support his views 
and there may be an argument in favour of a state subsidy 
for women to stay at home with their children.



  

 b)     There appear to be two principal 
reasons for the growing traffic congestion. 
Firstly, public transport has become 
increasingly expensive relative to the 
falling cost of motoring. In addition, car 
ownership is much more convenient than 
using public transport. Together, these 
factors result in higher vehicle density.



  

Sources Used: 
 1.      Stephen Bailey. Academic Writing. A 

Practical guide for Students. Nelson 
Thornes 2003.

    2.     Laurence Behrens, Leonard J. Rosen. 
Writing Across the Curriculum. Longman 
1997. 



  

Thank you.


