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LIMERICK

Limericks are five-line poems that have a defined 5-
line structure in which the  rhyme scheme usually 

follows the pattern AABBA.

The limerick form was first made popular by the English 
artist and writer Edward Lear (1812 –1888) in his first Book 

of Nonsense (1845) 

The first line of a limerick traditionally introduces a 
person and a place, with the place appearing at the 

end of the first line 



  

LIMERICK STYLE

The first line of a limerick traditionally introduces a person and a 
place, with the place appearing at the end of the first line and 
therefore establishing the rhyme scheme for the second and 

fifth lines. In early limericks, the last line was often essentially a 
repeat of the first line, although this is no longer customary.

Ref: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Limerick_(poetry)

                         EXAMPLE

There was an Old Man of Kamschatka,
Who possessed a remarkably fat Cur;
His gait and his waddle were held as a model
To all the fat dogs in Kamschatka

Lear’s works were abundantly illustrated, which we can use to advantage for TEFL

A good reference can be found at : http://www.bencourtney.com/ebooks/lear/

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Limerick_(poetry
http://www.bencourtney.com/ebooks/lear/


  

There was an Old Man in a tree,
Who was horribly bored by a Bee;
When they said, "Does it buzz?"   
He replied, "Yes, it does!
It's a regular brute of a Bee." 

Ref at - http://www.bencourtney.com/ebooks/lear/index1.html#rhymes

Book of Nonsense (1845) 

Many Limericks start with the words ‘There was...’ – but it is not 
essential to use this opening or even the traditional rhyming style 

Bee – a stinging insect that makes honey

http://www.bencourtney.com/ebooks/lear/index1.html


  

Alternative Patterns (or Patters!) – Example Use 1

There once was a teacher from……….  (Narva)
 Who kept growing larger and larger,
 He never turned down  free food,
 Since he thought to do so was rude,
To put off eating (his meals) grew (became) harder and harder

Well (Now)  here is  a teacher from….. (Narva)
Who’s tummy (stomach) keeps getting larger and larger,
If he carries on that way,
(He’ll) His body (may) shut down one day,
As getting up becomes harder and harder!

Phrasal Verbs 

Try using other Phrasal verbs e.g : break down, come back, come over, put off, drop off etc. 

http://www.ccas.ru/olenev/english/phverbs.html#spverbs

A difficult concept for any learner of English is that of English Phrasal Verbs

http://www.ccas.ru/olenev/english/phverbs.html


  

 
   You can ask the learner to either (a) Construct a Limerick using a tense pattern 
that you specify OR (b)Give a completed Limerick and ask the learner to identify 
specific aspects of tense within it. For example – consider the following Limerick : 

Example Use 2 - with verb tense constructs

   
Why is the waiter laughing at me,
Because I am spilling my tea?
He has been working all day,
And now is heading my way,                     [stay, pay, play, may  ]
So I am standing up ready to flee

      [ Present Progressive and Perfect ]

Or you may wish to use substitute words to help with 
specific aspects of vocabulary



  

Example Use 3 – Modal verbs
Can, Could, May, Might, Should, Will, Would, Must

Use with gap filling exercises

You (may/might)________________ leave the room now if you so wish,
With luck what you’ve written (couldn't/might not)___________ be (all ) rubbish!
You (should/would) ______________ really be sure,
Before you walk out the door,
That all the questions you (could/will) _________ answer have been finished.

Try using alternatives :
You (should/must)_____________ have studied much more
For you to have been really quite sure

http://www.wordpower.ws/grammar/gramch10.html

http://www.wordpower.ws/grammar/gramch10.html


  

Example Use 4   –  ‘Used to’

I used to have a dog when I was a little boy,
Of the breed called a Poodle, and type toy,
It didn't use to like snow,
And if outside had to go
With me, it would just try to annoy.



  

Example Use 5   –  Conditionals
1st 2nd and 3rd conditional forms

The third conditional is a 
structure used for talking about 
unreal situations in the past

If only I’d studied much harder when at school,
I might not now be quite such a fool,
Still I can’t change what's been done in the past,
What’s been done  is here to last,
That’s the third conditional rule

The second conditional is a 
structure used for talking 
about unreal situations in 
the present or in the future

If I finish my work before two,
I’ll leave early and come visit you,
If I can just make the time,
Everything will be fine,
And this first condition can happen – it’s true

If I were you I would wait for the next bus,
But in the in the timetable I really can never trust,
However it is true,
I can never be you,
This is a second conditional must.

http://esl.about.com/od/grammarlessonplans/a/chant13.htm

We use the first conditional 
to talk about something that 
will happen (the result), if a 
particular condition (which 
is likely to happen) is met.

http://esl.about.com/od/grammarlessonplans/a/chant13.htm
http://esl.about.com/od/grammarlessonplans/a/chant13.htm
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Other ideas to use

Idioms

Phrases http://www.phrases.org.uk/ 

http://www.answers.com/library/Idioms

Proverbs http://www.answers.com/library/Proverbs

Word Category Lists
including nouns, adjectives, 

verbs and adverbs.
http://www.answers.com/library/Word%20Category%20Lists

Word Confusion 
            Do you know the difference between these words? 

http://www.answers.com/main/Record?url=http://www.phrases.org.uk/&a=DB_book_descriptions
http://www.answers.com/main/Record?url=http://www.phrases.org.uk/&a=DB_book_descriptions
http://www.answers.com/main/Record?url=http://www.phrases.org.uk/&a=DB_book_descriptions
http://www.answers.com/library/Idioms
http://www.answers.com/library/Proverbs
http://www.answers.com/library/Word%20Category%20Lists
http://www.funbrain.com/whichword/index.html


  

Now It’s Your Turn!

Select a grammar topic of interest to you

Use the accompanying Hand-Out sheet to help :

(a)decide what you want to achieve with your class

(b)design a suitable Limerick (or Limericks!)

(b)develop a practical lesson plan exercise

Thank you for participating !

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Edwardlear.jpg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/a/a2/Owlpussycat.jpg

