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Purpose for role plays and skits

 To provide opportunities for interaction 
between students

 To increase practice in informal dialogues 
 To practice speaking English 

spontaneously 



  

Psycholinguistic terms

 Interlanguage – the language learners’ 
language; developmental

  Automaticity – producing language 
fluently with a focus on meaning

 Strategic competence – learning how to 
repair errors and comprehend the 
message



  

Negotiation of meaning

 When students interact, they focus on meaning.
 As they communicate, they negotiate with each 

other to understand the input. 
 The modified input becomes comprehensible. 
 Comprehensible input leads to language 

acquisition.



  

Research says: 
 The quantity of student talk is increased. 
 The quality of student talk is also increased. 
 Long & Porter (1985) Kessler (1992)
 Brown (1994)   Duran (1991)
 Slavin (1990) Stern (1998)
 Long & Swain (1998) Ellis (1991)
 Pica, Young, & Doughty (1987)
 Doughty & Pica (1986)



  

Scenarios

 Outline or script of a film or drama
 An imagined sequence of events

 Scenarios  as an activity for EFL learning 
were developed by Di Pietro



  

Scenarios

 Two groups of students
 Two different roles (that will combine to create 

the situation or scene)
 Time to negotiate language
 Two speakers, one representing each group
 Help from team members



  

Scenarios

 There is a problem. 
 Two people must work together to define  

the problem. 
 Then they must work together to solve the 

problem and find a mutually agreeable 
solution.



  

Scenarios

 Because the students create the dialogue 
as the scene progresses, it is never the 
same dialogue twice.

 Meaningful communication is the goal. 



  

Before the lesson

 Create role cards
 Plan the groups



  

At the beginning of the activity

 Divide the students into groups
 Give role cards
 Explain new words and the situation
 Allow time to formulate words
 Ask for/select volunteer speakers



  

Then, 

 Bring the groups together
 One speaker from each group speaks in the role 

play
 Call “Time out” when they need a break
 Let team members talk and give advise
 Bring speakers back to the middle and continue
 Repeat three to four times, allowing the 

conversation to develop



  

At the end,

 The groups must reach an agreement
 The speakers must agree to some solution
 Debrief with the whole class, review 

vocabulary, expressions, other solutions



  

Flower Shop

 You are a salesperson in a flower shop. 
Yesterday was Women’s Day and you 
sold many flowers. Today you have just a 
few carnations, yellow roses, and some 
potted plants. Your manager is on holiday. 
You have been instructed to sell all of the 
flowers that you have in the shop today. 



  

Flower Shop

 Your girlfriend’s birthday is today. She is 
your best friend and you want to buy her 
some red roses to celebrate her 20th 
birthday. It’s early morning and you walk 
into the flower shop. You don’t have much 
money.



  

The accident

 You are 19 years old and last week you 
successfully completed a drivers training course. 
Your father let you drive his car to Palanga. 
While you were eating lunch, another car 
bumped into the car as it was sitting in the 
parking lot. The car sped away and you couldn’t 
talk to the driver. Now you must explain to what 
happened to your father. 



  

The accident

 You are father of two children. You loaned your 
car to your youngest son/daughter for the day. 
You are nervous about him driving out of town. 
You just spent 1500 LT to get the engine fixed. 
When the car is returned, there is a long deep 
scratch from the back fender to the front door. 
You have very little insurance.



  

CD Player
 Last week you bought a CD player that 

was on sale at Avitela. At first, the player 
worked just fine. But after a week, it began 
to make funny noises and then shut down. 
You take the CD player to the store and 
ask them to fix it or to give you a refund. 



  

CD Player

 You are an assistant in the electronics 
department at Avitela. There was a sale on CD 
players last week. Some of the CD players were 
cheaply made and people are coming for 
refunds. The repair shop is not too reliable. This 
week, the only type of CD players in the shop 
are quite expensive. Your manager encourages 
you to be friendly and helpful to customers but 
he doesn’t like to give cash refunds. 



  

Tourist Bus

 You are organizing a tour of English 
teachers for a two day conference in Riga. 
You called the bus company and ordered 
a bus for 30 passengers. The bus just 
arrived at the school but it only has seats 
for 25 passengers. You told the teachers 
to meet you at the school at 14:00. It’s 
13:30 now. 



  

Tourist Bus

 You are a bus driver for a well known bus 
company. You’ve had a lot of work and 
today all of the busses are in use for 
private parties and companies. Your job is 
to take a group of English teachers to Riga 
for the weekend. The  only bus available is 
a bus for 25 passengers. 



  

Bus ticket

 You have been away in London for a conference for a 
month. You are back home now and ready to go to work. 
You board the usual city bus and punch your ticket. At 
the next stop, the checkers come and tell you that the 
price for tickets has gone up and that you will owe a fine 
for not having the right ticket. You did not know that the 
price for the bus had increased. You must be at work in 
5  minutes. 



  

Bus ticket

 You are a checker for the bus company. You 
have been on your feet all  day and you are very 
tired. The price for the bus is officially now 1.00 
lt. As you board the bus, you find a person who 
has an .80 ticket. You ask them to pay a 50 LT 
fine and to step off the bus. Your manager has 
just taken a break and you are working alone.



  

Table mate

 You are on vacation in Rome with your family. 
Everyone else in your family is at the museum, 
but you wanted some peace and quiet, so you 
chose a lovely outdoor café and you are just 
enjoying the warm weather at a very small table 
and drinking some wine. Suddenly a person 
asks to sit at your table.



  

Table mate

 You have been traveling by yourself through Italy for a 
month. Last night, you lost your map and your cell  
phone at the youth hostel. You see a friendly looking 
person sitting at an outdoor café. You are an especially 
talkative person and you are so anxious to talk to 
someone about your trip and your troubles (losing your 
map and your cell phone). Approach the person and ask 
if you can sit at their table. Engage them in conversation. 



  

100 LT

 You are a poor university student traveling 
on a bus to Vilnius. There are only a few 
people on the bus. Suddenly you see a 
100 LT bill lying on the floor and no one is 
claiming it. You wait for 5 minutes. Then 
you reach down to pick it up hoping that 
nobody notices.



  

100 LT

 You are a business man traveling on a bus to Vilnius. 
You just went to a cash machine and took 500 LT. At 
one point, you decided to double check if your wallet is 
safe. You look in your wallet and you only see 400 LT. 
The other bill must have dropped on the floor when you 
paid the driver. You look around and see only two 
people. One person is just reaching down to pick up 
something off of the floor. It is a 100 LT bill. 



  

The Menu

 You work in a small restaurant. Tonight the 
regular cook is ill and there is only one person in 
the kitchen. You are also able to help in the 
kitchen but your main role is to serve the 
customers. You only have chicken Kiev, pork 
with mushroom sauce, and pancakes with cherry 
sauce; there are no other dishes available. You 
can serve drinks and make most salads that are 
listed on the menu. 



  

The Menu

 You are hosting a friend from France in a 
small restaurant in Klaipeda. Idealy, you 
want your French friend to try some 
Lithuania delicacies like potato pancakes 
or cepelinai. This is one of your favorite 
restaurants and it is the only restaurant 
nearby. 



  

Purpose for role plays and skits

 To provide opportunities for interaction 
between student

 To increase practice in informal dialogue 
 To practice speaking English 

spontaneously 



  

Purpose for role plays and skits

 To practice real life simulations in the 
classroom to build students speaking 
confidence

 To have fun



  

 Thank you


