
Appendix 3

How to write an essay How to become a (more)  successful 
language learner?

INTRODUCTION 
• The characteristics of a successful language learner. 
• Contrasting viewpoints on becoming a successful learner. 
• Different  memory improvement techniques. 

   
A List of Sources: 

Text: Ten  Ways to Improve Your Memory.
Web quests 1:Returning to learning.
Web quest 2: learning Styles 
Listening task. Are you a good language learner?
Extra materials at your choice

MAIN BODY
     Paragraph 1 

• My experience of learning languages. My understanding of a 
successful language learner. 
Handout 1:  Learning from experience 
Handout 2: Expressing opinion, giving examples

• What kind of learner I used to be/didn’t use to be? What could I do in 
the past/ at the age of ……../ at school
I used to …… I didn’t use to ……
Handout 3:  used to..
Handout  4: modals of ability (could/could not, was able to/wasn’t 
able to   

• What kind of learner am I now? What type of thinker/learner am I? 
Advantages and disadvantages of this type of learner/thinker. What 
am I  good at/ not very good at? My weaknesses and strengths. 

        Sources: 
- Learner-training worksheet 1. Being an active learner (Bernard, 

Gabriela, Gloria)
- Critical thinking: How do you like to learn languages?
- Developing study skills: using English in class, outside 

class/using the dictionary, using graded readers etc. 
- Learning at school/Ways of learning. 
- Have you got what it takes ? (quiz)/ Are you a good language 

learner ? (listening task). 
- Web Quest 1: Step 1,3
- Web Quest 3: Memory
- Step 7: the techniques you used to remember 100 words 
- Web Quest 2. determine your learning Style. Diagnostic Test: 

Learning Styles Interactive Diagnostic Screening (print it out) 
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Appendix 3

     Paragraph 2 
What should I do to become a successful language learner?
What kind of methods should I use to improve my memory/to develop 
different language skills(reading, writing, listening)?
What should I do  to enrich my vocabulary?
 How to acquire the needed  study skills? 
Sources:
 Feedback on the results of tests/quizzes & recommendations given to   you: 
1) different ways of learning   
2) different memory improvement techniques
 

CONCLUSION
Summarize  the above-said.
Give a definition of „ a successful language learner ”

To sum up/In conclusion ....

References 
1.
2.
3.
4.
5. 

Self-analysis + peer analysis 

Ene Peterson How To Become A (More) Successful Learner          
Narva , March 17-18, 2008


