
  

WRITE ON: 
READER RESPONSE

A technique of peer 
editing to help 
students improve 
their writing skills



  

Process Writing
 The first draft of a piece of writing is 

rarely perfect.
 Good writers revise their writing to 

make it better. 
 Writers can benefit from feedback 

from readers.



  

The ideas behind Reader 
Response

 Authentic writing is written for an 
audience; a reader.

 Comments from a reader show the 
writer how they can improve. 

 Writers get feedback from several 
readers; the teacher, a peer. 



  

Reader Response IS
 Feedback for a student on his 

writing. 
 A perspective from a peer reader. 
 Good reading practice for the 

readers. 
 A real audience for writers. 
 Good communication practice. 
 Encouragement for writers.



  

Reader Response is NOT
 A reader’s response is not the mark 

for the paper or a final assessment. 
 A reader’s response is only one 

person’s opinion. 
 A peer is not a professional critique. 
 The writer can refuse to accept the 

suggested changes. 



  

Positive aspects
 Writers get feedback on their 

writing. 
 Writers learn to be brave and 

“show” their writing.
 Students will listen to comments 

made by their peers.



  

Questions
 Do you have enough time in your 

lessons? Start small. 
 Will the students really give supportive 

advise? They will need to practice 
what to say. 

 Are you willing to put some responsibility 
in your students’ hands? They will need 
your guidance; over time they will 
improve. 



  

Reader Response Sheet

Basic format



  

Narrative Paragraph

Birthday Gift



  

Descriptive Paragraphs

King Tut
The woman



  

Process Paragraphs

Barking dogs



  

Contrast Paragraph

American Music



  

Essay

Bottle watching



  

Student writing sample
 Bubble gum 
 Friendship
 Egle
 Vitalija
 How to get ready for the first date
 Advantages and disadvantages of 

tourism



  

Decisions for you
 Can you see how Reader Response 

might be helpful? 
 Which of your classes would respond 

the best? 
 What can you say to reinforce the 

purpose of the activity? 
 Which writing task would work well 

for Reader Response? 



  

Evaluate
 What worked well? 
 Did the students receive 

encouragement for their writing? 
 Did the students receive suggestions 

to improve their writing? 
 What would you do differently next 

time? 



  

Process Writing
 The first draft of a piece of writing is 

rarely perfect.
 Good writers revise their writing to 

make it better. 
 Writers can benefit from feedback 

from readers.



  

The ideas behind Reader 
Response

 Authentic writing is written for an 
audience; a reader.

 Comments from a reader show the 
writer how they can improve. 

 Writers get feedback from several 
readers; the teacher, a peer. 



  

Reader Response
 Writing for a real audience
 Getting feedback from a reader
 Encouraging students to write and 

comment thoughtfully



  

Reader Response

All the best!



  



  



  



  



  

Cubing

An exercise to 
encourage 
students to use 
vivid adjectives to 
describe



  

1. Describe it
 Look at the subject or envision it 

closely
 Notice colors
 Notice shapes
 Notice sizes



  

2. Compare it
 What is it similar to? 
 What is it different from? 
 Can you write how it is different or 

similar to something else? 



  

3. Associate it
 What does it make you think of? 
 What comes to your mind? 
 What images do you think of when 

you see this object? 
 Can you tell a story about what it 

reminds you of? 



  

4. Analyze it
 Tell how it is made. 
 Describe each part, each component



  

5. Apply it
 What can you do with it? 
 How can it be used? 
 Why is it useful? 
 What is its purpose? 



  

6. Argue for or against it
 Tell why you would choose it rather 

than something else for some 
purpose. 

 Tell why you would not choose it.
 Name advantages or disadvantages. 



  

Your turn
 Your mother’s favorite chair
 Your daughter’s first baby dress
 An old man
 The sea at sunset
 Your school at 8:00 on Monday 

morning



  

Put it all together
 Draft your paragraph
 Ask a peer to read it and respond
 Ask yourself: Have you used vivid 

adjectives? 
 Are you words specific enough for 

your reader to see your subject like 
you do? 



  

Cubing

All the best in 
your writing. 


